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HIBISCUS NOMENCLATURE
I’m puzzled and intrigued by your iden-
tification of the crimson-eyed white hi-
biscus on page 14 of the July/August
2009 issue. Identical flowers are covering
our brackish North Carolina wetlands
right now and, in my reference books
(okay, some are old) for this area they are
identified as Hibiscus moscheutos, not H.
lasiocarpus as in your article.

I did research online and found that
some taxonomists have separated H.
moscheutos into subspecies, with ssp. la-
siocarpus as an extra epithet assigned to
the woolly subspecies of this plant, the
one most commonly found in Califor-
nia. I also found a 2001 article from The
American Gardener that identifies as H.
moscheutos what appears to me to be the
same plant I’m looking at in my wet-
lands. These plants, now blooming,
have lance-shaped leaves that are not
woolly like those of Kosteletzkya virgini-
ca, which also grows in the wetlands but
is still in bud.

Have the taxonomists been playing
with these plant names? It’s enough to
make an amateur like me want to give up
on the use of scientific names. 

Ellen Herron
Havelock, North Carolina

Editor’s response: Alas, botanical nomen-
clature is always in flux. The USDA
PLANTS database (http://plants.usda.gov)
now lists the plant in question as Hibiscus

lasiocarpos (“os” rather than “us” based on
the original name given by Antonio Jose
Cavanilles). And in this case, the two taxa
have overlapping native ranges and inter-
breed readily, so identification is chal-
lenging. There are some good images of
the flowers of both species on the website
of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center (www.wildflower.org).

PRONUNCIATION QUESTION
I always enjoy the pronunciations page in
the back of each issue, and I’m curious
about what set of guidelines is being used
to establish syllables, long and short
vowel sounds, accents, etc. It would be
helpful to have access to the guidelines in
order to work with names not on the list
each month. Are the guidelines available?

Gary Emberger
Messiah College

Grantham, Pennsylvania

Editor’s response: We use several reference
books to compile the pronunciations list-
ed in the magazine (two are listed below)
and over time have developed a database of
several thousand pronunciations for plant
names. Eventually we hope to refine this
database and make it accessible to AHS
members through the website.
■ Stearns Dictionary of Plant Names for
Gardeners by William T. Stearn. Cassell
Publishers, London, 1972.
■ The Pronouncing Dictionary of Plant
Names, American Nurseryman Publish-
ing Company, Chicago, Illinois, 2006.

CLEBSCH AND SALVIAS
I’m pleased you featured Betsy Clebsch
in the May/June issue. Her work with
Salvia has brought this group of dazzling
plants to the attention of gardeners
around the world.

A gracious woman with a wonderful
sense of humor, Betsy spent many hours in
the botany library of my home institu-
tion—the California Academy of Sciences
in Golden Gate Park—during the time she
was working on the initial and second edi-
tion of her Salvia book. Some of the salvias
she has given me are thriving in my garden
and attract many Anna’s hummingbirds.

Frank Almeda
California Academy of Sciences

San Francisco, California 

LEPIDOPTERAN DECLINE?
Has anyone else noticed a decline in the
butterfly and moth population? In my
Maryland garden, I have seen an immense
decline since 2005, which I have tracked
through my annual photos of blooming
Joe Pye weed and zinnias. Each summer

through 2005, the flowers were covered
with yellow swallowtails and other butter-
flies and moths. Last year, I did not see one
swallowtail. This year, I feel fortunate to
have seen three yellow swallowtails in July
(see photo above). My garden still attracts
bumblebees but not much else. �

Eleanor McKay
Annapolis, Maryland

CMEMBERS’ FORUM

PLEASE WRITE US! Address letters to Editor, The
American Gardener, 7931 East Boulevard Drive,
Alexandria, VA 22308. Send e-mails to
editor@ahs.org (note Letter to Editor in subject line).
Letters we print may be edited for length and clarity.

Member Services
We love to hear from our members! If
you have questions about your Ameri-
can Horticultural Society membership,
would like to become a member, re-
new your membership, give a gift of
membership, or update your mailing
or e-mail address with the AHS, please
call (800) 777-7931 ext. 119 or 
e-mail us at membership@ahs.org.

Hibiscus lasiocarpos or H. moscheutos?



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 200
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 200
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 400
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Cadmus MediaWorks settings for Acrobat Distiller 7.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


