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CAHS NEWS SPECIAL

AHS 2009 Great American Gardeners National Award Winners

THE AMERICAN HORTI-

CULTURAL SOCIETY is
proud to announce the distin-
guished recipients of the Society’s
2009 Great American Gardeners
Awards. Individuals, organiza-
tions, and businesses who receive
these awards represent the best in
American gardening. Each has
contributed significantly to fields
such as plant research, garden
communication, landscape de-
sign, youth gardening, teaching,
and conservation. We applaud
their passionate commitment to
American gardening and their
outstanding achievements with-
in their fields.

The 2009 awards will be pre-
sented on June 4 during the
Great American Gardeners
Awards Ceremony and Banquet
at River Farm, the AHS’s head-
quarters in Alexandria, Virginia.
For more information, visit
www.ahs.org/awards or call (703)
768-5700 ext. 121.

LIBERTY HYDE BAILEY AWARD
Given to an individual who has made sig-
nificant lifetime contributions to at least
three of the following horticultural fields:
teaching, research, communications, plant
exploration, administration, art, business,
and leadership.

THIS YEAR’S recipient of the AHS’s most prestigious award, Panayoti Kelaidis
is the senior curator and director of outreach at Denver Botanic Gardens (DBG)

in Colorado, where he has worked for 29 years in many capacities. At DBG he has
participated in major garden expansions and helped amass
a plant collection of more than 15,000 taxa. He is also an
adjunct faculty member of Colorado State University.

His specialty is high alpine plants, but his interests
range from growing vegetables and cacti to unusual trees
and shrubs. While Kelaidis has introduced a spectrum
of American native plants to general cultivation—from
buckwheats (Eriogonum spp.) to penstemons and
phlox—he has also promoted awareness of hardy South
African plants, especially ice plants (Delosperma spp.).
He discovered many new plants on plant hunting expe-
ditions within the United States and in Africa, South
America, and Europe. Kelaidis was involved in the plan-

ning and development of the Plant Select® program, which introduces and pro-
motes new plants suited to the Rocky Mountain region.

Kelaidis has written more than 100 articles published in plant society publica-
tions and popular gardening magazines and contributed chapters to several garden
books. Among the numerous awards he has received are the Arthur Hoyt Scott
Medal from the Scott Arboretum (2000) and the Marcel LePiniec Award from the
North American Rock Garden Society (1994).

Denver Botanic GardensDenver Botanic Gardens



LUTHER BURBANK AWARD
Recognizes extraordinary achievement in the
field of plant breeding.

James R. Ault is the director of environ-
mental horticulture at the Chicago Botan-

ic Garden, located in
Glencoe, Illinois. His
research includes
conventional plant
breeding, propaga-
tion, evaluation, and
exploration with an
emphasis on North
American native

species. His focus on interspecific hy-
bridization has produced plants with
unique traits, such as the first orange cone-
flower, Echinacea Orange Meadowbrite®,
and the first three-species Echinacea hy-
brid, Pixie Meadowbrite®. Prior to the
Chicago Botanic Garden, Ault was the
plant propagator-physiologist at Long-
wood Gardens in Kennett Square, Penn-
sylvania, where he developed new crops for
conservatory displays.  

PAUL ECKE JR. COMMERCIAL AWARD
Given to an individual or company whose
commitment to the highest standards of ex-
cellence in the field of commercial horticul-
ture contributes to the betterment of
gardening practices everywhere.

Ronald E. Gass is president of Mountain
States Wholesale Nursery in Litchfield

Park, Arizona,
which specializes
in desert-adapt-
ed native and ex-
otic plants. Since
co-founding the
nursery in 1969,
Gass has col-
laborated with
botanists and
other nursery
owners to collect
and propagate

water-thrifty plants throughout the
Southwest and Mexico in an effort to pro-
mote their use in American gardens and
landscapes. His work has resulted in the in-
troduction of more than 150 new varieties
of plants over the years, many of which
have become popular landscape plants.

G. B. GUNLOGSON AWARD
Recognizes the innovative use of technology
to make home gardening more productive
and successful.

Soil Food Web, Inc., in Corvallis, Ore-
gon, analyzes soil samples to determine

the presence of a
range of beneficial
soil organisms that
are key to sustainable
landscapes. Led by
Elaine Ingham, the

president and director of research, Soil
Food Web is a small business that grew
out of Ingham’s university research pro-
grams. Working with collaborators
around the world, Soil Food Web has
drawn attention to the importance of liv-
ing organisms in healthy soil and fostered
the use of compost, vermicompost, and
compost tea as sustainable solutions to
soil problems encountered by individual
gardeners as well as larger public and pri-
vate landscapes.

HORTICULTURAL THERAPY AWARD
Recognizes significant contributions to the
field of horticultural therapy.

Karen L. Kennedy has spent 23 years
using horticultural therapy to improve

the lives of peo-
ple with disabil-
ities and chronic
illnesses. Cur-
rently, she is  the
manager of
wellness pro-
grams at the
Holden Arbore-
tum in Kirtland,
Ohio. She also

teaches introduction and programming
courses in horticultural therapy for the
Horticultural Therapy Institute in Den-
ver, Colorado. She serves as a mentor for
professionals  and interns training in the
field and speaks about horticultural ther-
apy topics regionally and nationally. She
has served on the American Horticultur-
al Therapy Association’s (AHTA) board
of directors and on various committees
for the organization. Kennedy received
the AHTA’s Rhea McCandliss Profes-
sional Services Award in 1994. 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN AWARD
Given to an individual whose work has
demonstrated and promoted the value of
sound horticultural practices in the field of
landscape architecture.

Paul Comstock is the head of Comstock
Studio, a landscape architecture and

planning practice
that is part of the
ValleyCrest Design
Group in Malibu,
California. Formerly
the director of land-
scape design for Walt
Disney Imagineering,
Comstock is known

for the natural artistry and cross-cultural
creativity of his designs. Among his most
significant projects is his design of Disney’s
Animal Kingdom, a botanically rich theme
park in Orlando, Florida. In his work, he
often draws inspiration from his years as a
classically-trained, professional musician.
Just as he would consider individual notes
and rhythms when writing a song, Com-
stock says he considers the habit and eco-
logical needs of each plant in order to
compose landscapes that are both evoca-
tive and horticulturally sound.  

MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD
Recognizes a past Board member or friend of
the American Horticultural Society for out-
standing service in support of the Society’s
goals, mission, and activities.

Carol F. Carter Morrison of Barrington,
Illinois, served on the AHS Board of Di-

rectors from 1999 to
2008. During that time,
she was active in several
AHS committees, in-
cluding serving as chair
of the membership
committee. A business
consultant who works

with executives and managers of large in-
ternational corporations and government
entities, her group facilitation skills allowed
her to make exceptional contributions to
the Society’s strategic planning processes,
to the increased effectiveness of the AHS’s
governing Board, and fostering  construc-
tive dialogue when the Board was faced
with difficult decisions.

15March /  April 2009



B. Y. MORRISON 
COMMUNICATION AWARD
Recognizes effective and inspirational
communication—through print, radio,
television, and/or online media—that ad-
vances public interest and participation in
horticulture.

Since 1972, William C. Welch has
taught horticulture at Texas A&M Uni-

versity and he cur-
rently works for the
Texas AgriLife Ex-
tension Service in
College Station. 

He has written
several garden books,
including Perennial
Garden Color (Taylor
Trade Publishing,

1988), and Antique Roses for the South (Tay-
lor, 1990). Welch is also the editor of the
Southern Garden website and he con-
tributes regularly to Southern Living mag-
azine and numerous other publications.
Welch makes frequent presentations to
garden clubs and nursery industry groups,
and in 2008 he received the Garden Club
of America Distinguished Service Medal.  

PROFESSIONAL AWARD
Given to a public garden administrator
whose achievements during the course of his
or her career have cultivated widespread in-
terest in horticulture.

Since 1990, Claire Sawyers has been direc-
tor of the Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore

College in Swarth-
more, Pennsylvania.
Prior to joining the
Scott Arboretum, she
worked at Mt. Cuba
Center, in Greenville,
Delaware, for seven
years. She is the au-
thor of The Authentic

Garden: Five Principles for Cultivating a
Sense of Place (Timber Press, 2007) which
draws from her varied garden experiences.
She has been recognized with distin-
guished alumni awards from Purdue Uni-
versity (2008, 1999) and the University of
Delaware (2001), and received the Garden
Club of America Zone V Horticulture
Commendation Award (2008).

JANE L. TAYLOR AWARD
Given to an individual, organization, or
program that has inspired and nurtured fu-
ture horticulturists through efforts in chil-
dren’s and youth gardening.

Shawn Akard is the outdoor education
coordinator for Hollin Meadows Science

and Math Focus
School in Alexan-
dria, Virginia. The
school’s Outdoor
Education Program
started out in 2005
as a volunteer effort
to beautify school

grounds with native Virginia species.
Under Akard’s leadership, it has grown to
include numerous working gardens that
serve as active outdoor classrooms for
600 students and a resource for the com-
munity at large. This program is serving
as a successful model and Akard is work-
ing with other local schools to establish
their own children’s gardening programs.

TEACHING AWARD
Given to an individual whose ability to
share his or her horticultural knowledge
with others has contributed to a better pub-
lic understanding of the plant world and its
important influence on society.

Michael N. Dana teaches horticulture in
the department of horticulture and land-

scape architecture at
Purdue University in
West Lafayette, Indi-
ana. With colleagues
in  landscape archi-
tecture and history,
Dana developed a
multidisciplinary
study-abroad course
in English landscape

and garden history that has been taught
bi-annually for nearly a decade. A simi-
lar travel-study course for Master Gar-
deners grew out of that program and has
recently expanded to include French gar-
den history. Dana received the Purdue
University Outstanding Academic
Counselor Award in 2001 for his under-
graduate teaching and advising and the
Silver Seal from the National Association
of State Garden Clubs in 1992.

URBAN BEAUTIFICATION AWARD
Given to an individual, institution, or com-
pany for significant contributions to urban
horticulture and the beautification of Amer-
ican cities.

America in Bloom (AIB) is an indepen-
dent, non-profit organization based in

Columbus, Ohio, dedi-
cated to promoting na-
tionwide beautification
programs and personal
and community involve-
ment through the use of
flowers, plants, trees, and

other environmental and lifestyle en-
hancements. AIB provides educational
programs, resources, and the challenge of
a friendly competition between partici-

pating communities across the country.
In the first eight years of the program,
more than 160 communities have partic-
ipated in AIB, touching the lives of an es-
timated 21 million people across the
country.
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Nominations for 2010
If you would like to nominate someone
for one of the 2010 Great American Gar-
deners Awards, please visit our website
(www.ahs.org) and click on “Awards”
for more information. The deadline for
submissions is September 25, 2009.

2007AIB award-winning
community Kirkwood, Missouri
2007 AIB award-winning
community Kirkwood, Missouri
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Hardy Succulents by Gwen Moore Kelaidis. Storey Publish-
ing, North Adams, Massachusetts.

“Hardy succulents finally get the close-ups they’ve long de-
served,” says Irene Virag. “Saxon Holt’s photographs are a stun-

ning complement to Gwen Moore
Kelaidis’s words—together they inform
and inspire,” Virag adds. “This book
pushes the boundaries beyond what has
been done before on this subject,” says
Doug Green. “There was a real effort to
pay attention to gardeners in colder cli-

mates where succulents are a challenge,” notes Tom Cooper.
“I was also struck by the effective use of boxes and captions,
which have lots of useful information in them,” he adds.

Heirloom Tomato by Amy Goldman. Bloomsbury USA, New
York, New York.

“Much like Amy Goldman’s previous award-winning books
on melons and squash, this book is pretty enough to be a cof-

fee-table book, but it is also a first-rate
gardening book,” says Marty Ross. “It is
authoritative without being academic,
and its photography and layout are ex-
ceptional,” says Scott Calhoun. Jane
Glasby notes that this book is “a celebra-
tion of biodiversity, with notes on origins
and physical details, and best uses with
appropriate recipes included.”

Native Ferns, Moss & Grasses by William Cullina. Houghton
Mifflin, Boston, Massachusetts.

“This timely contribution to works on native plants gathers in-
formation on important but neglected groups of plants not read-

ily found elsewhere,” says Jane Glasby. She
also found the book’s appendices useful,
“particularly the descriptions and tables
about cultivation and propagation.” “Culli-
na’s plant portraits are fun to read as well
as informative, which makes this more than
just a reference book,” says Irene Virag.
Doreen Howard adds, “It’s a gorgeous book
with first-class photography.”

Plant-Driven Design by Scott Ogden and Lauren Springer
Ogden. Timber Press, Portland, Oregon.

“This book bucks a big trend in garden design that empha-
sizes hardscaping over plants,” says Scott Calhoun. “I was

particularly impressed by the extensive
plant lists and the authoritative, com-
pelling tone of the book,” Calhoun
adds. “The authors constantly bring up
the idea of drawing influence from na-
ture, reminding us we are all part of
something larger,” notes Marty Ross.
Tom Cooper notes, “It’s a useful and
adventurous book, with terrific photo-
graphy to illustrate its ideas.”

2009 AHS Book Award Winners

Each year, the American Horticultural Society recognizes outstanding gardening books published in North America with its
annual Book Award. Nominated books are judged by the AHS Book Award Committee on qualities such as writing style, au-
thority, accuracy, and physical quality. This year’s four recipients, selected from books published in 2008, are listed below.

The 2009 Book Award Committee was chaired by Marty Ross, a regional contributor for Better Homes & Gardens and
writer for Universal Press Syndicate who lives in Kansas City, Missouri, and in Hayes, Virginia. Other committee members
were Scott Calhoun, a garden designer and author based in Tucson, Arizona; Thomas Cooper of Watertown, Massachusetts,
former editor of Horticulture and The Gardener magazine; Jane Glasby, associate librarian for the Helen Crocker Russell Li-
brary of Horticulture in San Francisco, California; Doug Green, a garden writer and online media entrepreneur based in Stel-
la, Ontario; Doreen Howard of Roscoe, Illinois, a former garden editor for Woman’s Day who writes for various garden
publications; and Irene Virag, a Pulitzer Prize-winning writer for Newsday who lives in Fort Salonga, New York. 

The Garden Primer by Barbara Damrosch. Workman Publish-
ing, New York, New York. First published in 1988, this book
has become a gardening classic, presenting a wealth of gar-
dening knowledge in a clear and concise manner. The new
edition, published in 2008, builds upon the original’s strong
foundation while incorporating the latest organic practices. 

Herbaceous Perennial Plants by Allan M. Armitage. Stipes
Publishing, Champaign, Illinois. Like the two previous edi-
tions released in 1989 and 1997, the 2008 edition of this
treasured reference on perennial plants is a definitive guide
to the hundreds of herbaceous perennial species and culti-
vars known and grown in North America. �

Citation of Special Merit  The AHS Book Award is given to publishers for a single book published in a specific year.
However, the AHS Book Award Committee is also recognizing two reference books, whose various editions have made sig-
nificant contributions to horticultural literature over time, with a Citation of Special Merit.
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