SOURCES FOR SUN COLEUS
Where can I find seeds for the sun-toler-
ant coleus selections described in the ex-
cerpt of Ray Rogers’s coleus book
published in the January/February issue?
Steve Aegerter
Denver, Colorado

Editor’'s response: The sun-tolerant
coleus cultivars are cutting-propagated to
retain their leaf patterning, so you won't
be able to grow them from seed. Ask for
them by name at your local garden cen-
ter or search for sources online. A good
place to start is the Coleus Finder

(www.coleusfinder.org).

CONIFERS GET THEIR DUE

I was particularly pleased with the profile
of Marvin Snyder’s conifer collection
(“Conifer Heaven in the Heartland,” Jan-
uary/February 2008). As a long-time

MEMBERS’ FORUM

American Conifer Society member and
past Northeast Region president, it is grat-
ifying to see conifers take center stage.
Marvin points out that miniature
conifers grow less than one inch per year.
I might also add that “dwarf” conifers
grow a bit faster at one to six inches a
year. Both sizes are suitable for the small
garden and their beauty is revealed in
the winter when all else is dormant.
Walter Cullerton
Pineville, Pennsylvania

NEED HELP LOCATING PLANTS
Is there is an American version of the
RHS Plant Finder that is geared to help-
ing home gardeners locate plant sources?
Hank Vogt
Tallabassee, Florida

Editor’s response: The closest thing to the
Plant Finder in North America is The

Plant Locator: Western Edition, compiled
by Susan Hill and Susan Narizny (Timber
Press, 2004), which focuses on western
nursery sources. An excellent resource, of-
fered through the Andersen Horticultural
Library at the University of Minnesota
Landscape Arboretum, is an online data-
base of nursery sources for plants called
Plant Information Online (hezps://plant
info.umn.edularboretum/defanlt.asp.) An-
other online resource is www.plantscout.
com, part of the Dave’s Garden website.

CORRECTION

Mavis Augustine Torke rendered the illus-
trations on pages 37 and 39 of the compost-
ing article in the March/April issue. o~

PLEASE WRITE US! Address letters to Editor, The
American Gardener, 7931 East Boulevard Drive,
Alexandria, VA 22308. Send e-mails to
editor@ahs.org (note Letter to Editor in subject line).
Letters we print may be edited for length and clarity.

oin us at The Homestead for
10th Annual “In The Garden

In the Garden Package

Starting at $479* (per person for two nights)

Taxes and 15% daily resort charge not included.
Package Includes: Luxurious Accommodations, Breakfast & Dinner
Daily, Friday Welcome Reception, Saturday Luncheon, Fascinating
Lectures & Demonstrations l"y 'lhp (;ardcning Professionals, Wine

Tasting & Membership to the American Horticultural Society.

Call us at 800.838.1766 to book your package now!

*Rate is per room, per night, based on double oceupancy. Two night minimum stay required.
Valid August 22-24, 2008. Based on availability and some restrictions may apply.

|
HOMESTEAD,
1766

Welcoming Guests Back Since 1766
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i _Chapel Valley

LAy

For 40 years, distinctive, award-winning landscapes have
been the hallmark of Chapel Valley Landscape Company’s
commitment to creativity, quality and service. We design,
install and maintain landscapes that make a positive first
impression. Call us today to discuss your plans using our
comprehensive landscape services.

Chopel
Valley

Landicape Company

Maryland 410.442.2310 | Virginia 703.406.0802 | Washington, D.C. 301.924.5400

www.chapelvalley.com
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