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NOTES FROM RIVER FARM

HANKS TO A mild winter and cool spring—not to mention 20,000 bulbs

donated last fall—this has been the most beautiful spring I can remember

here at George Washington’s River Farm. The daffodils and hellebores
opened early and then kept blooming for weeks, while the many different specialty
bulbs have surprised us at every turn. Now, as I write this, we are surrounded by
thousands of tulips as our Washington Blooms! celebration is in full swing.

It was a special treat this year to see hundreds of purple crocuses pop out of the
ground in bold X’s and O’s, just as Dr. H. Marc Cathey predicted when we planted
them with him to celebrate his birthday last October. It is his special loving way of
reminding us to celebrate the beauty of the natural world and have fun doing it!

Spring always signals change—change from the
somber landscapes of winter to bright joyful colors height-
ened by glorious blue skies and the apple-green foliage of
the trees just coming into leaf. While nature is in transi-
tion at this time, so is our American Horticultural Soci-
ety (AHS). On June 3 this year I am retiring as president
of the AHS after four years. The position is now open for
the next generation of horticultural leadership in Ameri-
ca! (See news article on page 8.)

I have great confidence that the right people and pro-
grams are in place at the AHS to maintain the positive momentum that has been
building over the past few years. The staff is exceptional, with dedicated and ex-
perienced leaders in each of our departments. We have a strong Board of Direc-
tors that includes prominent leaders in all fields of American horticulture.

Our membership is growing steadily thanks to enthusiasm for the new educa-
tional programs and unique member benefits only the AHS can offer. Our partner-
ships with other gardening and conservation organizations in America are expanding
our collective ability to provide gardeners with valuable information and inspiration.
And we are building excitement around a Capital Campaign that will transform our
headquarters at River Farm into a National Center for American Horticulture. From
this innovative and forward-thinking platform, the AHS will deliver dynamic pro-
grams to gardeners, students, educators, horticultural professionals, and garden com-
municators throughout the country.

I have been asked by the AHS Board to maintain my involvement with the AHS
in the capacity of president emeritus. I am truly honored to take on this new role and
look forward to working closely with these extraordinary leaders of American horti-
culture as we move ahead with the Capital Campaign and fulfillment of our inspir-
ing new Master Plan for River Farm.

To each of you, our AHS members, I thank you for your wonderful support,
your active involvement, and for the stories, photos, and plants you have shared
with me. I encourage you to continue your passionate engagement with the ac-
tivities and mission of the AHS and help us grow in the exciting times ahead.

My very best wishes to all of you.

—Katy Moss Warner, AHS President

Happy Gardening!
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