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NOTES FROM RIVER FARM

HE AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY headquarters at George

Washington’s River Farm is being transformed. Now that the Master Plan is

complete, our attention is focused on the most exciting project to date—the
AHS Center for American Horticulture. The dream that began in 1973, when garden
philanthropist Enid Haupt generously gave 25 of the most beautiful and historic acres
in America to the AHS, is on the way to becoming reality.

The excitement this process has generated was palpable during the annual AHS
Gala this past September (see page 9 for more on the gala), where a set of former White
House gates provided a symbolic link between the past, present, and future of the
AHS. Guests marveled at these stately wrought-iron gates, which had stood at the
White House from 1820 to 1934 before ending up at River
Farm. With Virginia Senator John Warner and his wife,
Jeanne, in attendance as Honorary Gala Chairs, we cele-
brated the importance of protecting all our national trea-
sures—from historic artifacts like the White House gates
to the beauty of the natural landscape.

Even though the main focus of our energy is directed
at River Farm, we have been busy setting up a number of
outstanding programs for AHS members around the
country. As you start thinking about travel plans for
spring, consider joining us at one of these events—you’ll find a complete list on page
10. Each is designed to introduce you to great American gardeners, inspire you with
new information, take you to unforgettable American garden destinations, and en-
sure you enjoy some relaxation and fun at the same time!

In early March, join the AHS President’s Council for specially arranged tours
of public and private gardens of the Brandywine Valley as well as a preview of the
Philadelphia Flower Show—where the restored White House gates will debut in
the show’s entrance exhibit.

From March 31 to April 1, please come to River Farm to meet Dr. H. Marc
Cathey and other garden experts, who will be presenting a new AHS Garden
School, “The Art and Science of Color in the Garden.”

In mid-April, join us in Orlando, Florida, for the AHS Great American Gar-
deners Conference in partnership with the Epcot International Flower and Gar-
den Festival. This program includes attendance at the grand opening of the Epcot
Festival, tours of nearby public and private gardens, and being part of the AHS
Great American Gardeners Award Ceremony, where each year we honor an inspi-
rational group of men, women, and organizations who have made valuable con-
tributions to American horticulture.

We have a special treat in store on May 27, which is AHS Member Day at the
Cleveland Flower Show. I will be there with Brian Holley, who is First Vice Chair
of our Board and executive director of the Cleveland Botanical Garden. In addi-
tion to enjoying the flower show, you can tour the garden’s amazing new glasshouse
and acclaimed Hershey Children’s Garden.

Experience the diversity of American horticulture by treating yourself to a gar-

den adventure next year with the AHS.
M\MMW

Happy Gardening!
—Katy Moss Warner, AHS President
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