
5November /  December 2003

T h e A m e r i c a n

GARDENER
DIRECTOR OF MEMBERSHIP

Joe Lamoglia
EDITOR

David J. Ellis
MANAGING EDITOR AND DESIGNER

Mary Yee
ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Carole Ottesen
Rita Pelczar
EDITORIAL  INTERN

Maureen Hartshorn

EDITORIAL  ADVISORY BOARD

CHAIR John Alex Floyd Jr.
Birmingham, Alabama

Allan M. Armitage
Athens, Georgia

Nina L. Bassuk
Ithaca, New York

Richard E. Bir
Brevard, North Carolina

John E. Bryan
San Francisco, California

John L. Creech
Columbus, North Carolina

Keith Crotz
Chillicothe, Illinois

Panayoti Kelaidis
Denver, Colorado

Richard W. Lighty
Greenville, Delaware

Elvin McDonald
West Des Moines, Iowa

ADVERTISING The American Gardener
7931 East Boulevard Drive
Alexandria, VA 22150
(703) 768-5700 ext. 120
E-MAIL: editor@ahs.org

The American Gardener (ISSN 1087-9978) is published bimonth-
ly (January/February, March/April, May/June, July/August, Septem-
ber/October, November/December) by the American Horticultural
Society, 7931 East Boulevard Drive, Alexandria, VA 22308-1300,
(703) 768-5700. Membership in the Society includes a subscrip-
tion to The American Gardener. Annual dues are $35; two years,
$60. International dues are $50. $10 of annual dues goes toward
magazine subscription. Periodicals postage paid at Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, and at additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Please send
Form 3579 to The American Gardener, 7931 East Boulevard Drive,
Alexandria, VA 22308-1300. 

Botanical nomenclature is based on The American Horticultural
Society A–Z Encyclopedia of Garden Plants, on A Synonymized Check-
list of the Vascular Flora of the United States, Canada and Greenland
and on the Royal Horticultural Society Index of Garden Plants. Opinions
expressed in the articles are those of the authors and are not necessar-
ily those of the Society. Manuscripts, artwork, and photographs sent for
possible publication will be returned if accompanied by a self-addressed,
stamped envelope. We cannot guarantee the safe return of unsolicited
material. Back issues are available at $8 per copy. 

Copyright ©2003 by the American Horticultural Society. 

Printed in the U.S.A. on recycled paper.

WE TEND TO TAKE the beauty of the natural world around us for
granted. So it’s a shock to us when bulldozers arrive in the name of
progress and destroy it. Faced with this situation, we try our best to

counter the depressing effects of this destruction and rally our family and friends
to plant trees and flowers, to create new parks and gardens. But while this is a wor-
thy accomplishment in its own right, it can never match what was lost.

It is not the same to replace the magnificence of a giant live oak, sugar maple,
or osage orange with a parking lot full of sapling trees next to a large, imposing
building, no matter how beautiful or architecturally creative the building. If we
are to ensure that the beauty of our natural environment is to be sustained in our
communities, we have a major challenge in front of us.

We are challenged to determine ways to protect nat-
ural areas—areas with big trees, native soils, and un-
spoiled water systems—in our communities. We are
challenged to understand just what it takes to deliver
beauty in our communities through cultivated plants and
plantings. Just how big do the trees need to be? How
much land do we need to set aside for parks and gardens?
What kind of design and what level of maintenance will
be required to ensure that the residents in our commu-
nities can treasure the beauty of the natural environment for years to come?

The American Horticultural Society is very focused on these issues. Our mem-
bers and our board of directors care deeply about their communities and the im-
portant role that plants and gardens play in them. What we need is a way to
identify role models, to find out who is already doing this well so that we can adopt
similar programs in our own communities.  

Recently, I have had the special privilege of working closely with two of AHS’s
partnering organizations—America in Bloom and Communities in Bloom— that
are doing exactly that. They are recognizing communities, large and small, that
are setting new standards for urban beautification. 

This past September I attended the annual symposium for Communities in Bloom
(CIB), held in Stratford, Ontario. During the symposium, more than 100 commu-
nities in Canada, the United States, and Europe were honored for their efforts in fos-
tering civic pride, environmental responsibility, and beautification.

At its own award ceremony in Chicago, Illinois, America in Bloom (AIB) recog-
nized 40 communities in the United States that have taken the extra step to add beau-
ty to their communities and demonstrate respect for the natural environment (You
can read more about the AIB program in an article on page 11.)

I encourage each of you to look for ways to participate in this effort. Contact
America in Bloom (www.americainbloom.org), bring your community leaders to-
gether, do what it takes, and then nominate your community for an award. Let’s
truly make this continent bloom with the beauty of plants and flowers and gar-
dens. Together, day by day, person by person, plant by plant, outstanding effort
by outstanding effort, we can do it.

Happy Gardening!

CNOTES FROM RIVER FARM

—Katy Moss Warner, AHS President 


