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REGIONAL PLANT PICKS

INCREASINGLY, regional botanic gar-
dens and other horticultural groups are
putting out annual lists of plants that per-
form well in their respective climates. Here
are some regional award winners in 2001.

The Pacific Northwest. Great Plant
Picks, a plant award program established
this year by the Elisabeth C. Miller
Botanical Garden in Seattle, Washing-
ton, is designed to help home gardeners
in the maritime Northwest identify out-
standing plants. Plants were selected in
the following three categories:

Trees and Conifers
Paperbark maple (Acer griseum)
Fernleaf full-moon maple
(Acer japonicum Aconitifolium )
Kousa dogwood (Cornus kousa var.
chinensis MilkyWay )
Lavalle hawthorn (Crataegus clavallei)
Blue-needled Japanese white pine
(Pinus parviflora Glauca )

Shrubs and Vines
Buttercup winter hazel
(Corylopsis pauciflora)
Dwarf fothergilla (Fothergilla gardenii)
Oakleaf hydrangea (Hydrangea
quercifolia Snow Queen )
Rhododendron (Rhododendron
Ken Janeck )

Japanese hydrangea vine
(Schizophragma hydrangeoides
Moonlight )

Perennials
Sneezeweed
(Helenium Moerheim Beauty )
Stinking hellebore
(Helleborus foetidus)
Catmint
(Nepeta racemosa Walkers Low )
Black mondo grass (Ophiopogon
planiscapus Nigrescens )
Longleaf lungwort (Pulmonaria
longifolia Cevennensis )
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Rocky Mountains and Plains States.
Recommended selections from Plant Se-
lect a cooperative program among the
Denver Botanic Gardens, Colorado State
University, and regional nurseries that
showcases the best plants for the Rocky
Mountain and Plains states include a
yellow-flowered native columbine (Aqui-
legia chrysantha Denver Gold), a pink
(Dianthus First Love ), a gooseberry
(Ribes uva-crispa Red Jacket , trademark
Comanche), and a California fuchsia
(Zauschneria garrettii Orange Carpet).

Oakleaf hydrangea (Hydrangea quercifolia)
was chosen shrub of the year for Nebraska.

Plant Select also released three new
introductions: a hyssop (Agastache auran-
tiaca Coronado), a mock orange (Phila-
delphus lewisii  Cheyenne), and a
columbine (Aquilegia Colorado Violet &
White). The columbines trademark
name, Remembrance, honors the memo-
ry of the students and teacher who were
killed at Colorados Columbine High
School. Proceeds from sales of this plant
will benefit organizations that promote di-
versity and tolerance in schools.

Nebraska. A part of GreatPlants a
joint effort of the Nebraska Statewide Ar-
boretum and the Nebraska Nursery and
Landscape Association Plants of the
Year selects subjects with exceptional or-
namental value, hardiness, ease of main-
tenance, and availability in Nebraska.
The perennial of the year is the pen-
stemon, of which Nebraska boasts 10 in-

digenous species. The oakleaf hydrangea
(Hydrangea quercifolia) was chosen shrub
of the year, and the bald cypress (Taxodi-
um distichum) was named tree of the year.

Kansas. The Pride of Kansas Program,
launched by the Kansas Nursery and
Landscape Association and Kansas State
University Research and Extension, iden-
tifies plants with outstanding qualities
that are underused in Kansass three geo-
graphic regions.

Choices for 2001 include Virginia
sweetspire (Itea virginica Henrys Gar-
net ) for the northeastern region, Glad-
wyn barberry (Berberis ogladwynensis
William Penn ) for the western region,
and serviceberry (Amelanchier ograndi-
flora Autumn Brilliance ) for the south-
eastern/central region.

Nationwide. The Garden Club of Amer-
icas Montine McDaniel Freeman Horti-
culture Medal, presented annually to a
plant deemed worthy of special recogni-
tion, went to the striped or moosewood
maple (Acer pensylvanicum), an under-
story tree native to woodlands from east-
ern Canada to northern Georgia.

BEETLE AWARENESS

THE MORTON Arboretum in Lisle, 1li-
nois, has received a grant from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Forest Service
to develop an awareness and outreach
strategy for early detection of the Asian
longhorned beetle, a pest of ornamental
and forest trees.

The beetle, which apparently made its
way to North America in packing materials
imported from Asia, was first identified in-
festing trees in Brooklyn, New York, in
1996. Several outbreaks were subsequently
documented in the Chicago area. The bee-
tles larvae bore into the wood of living trees,
weakening and eventually killing them. In-
fested trees in the New York and Chicago
regions have been cut down and burned
to prevent further spread of the beetles.
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