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2001 AHS Book Awards

THE FOUR BOOKS h o n o red with the So c i e t yÕs Annual Book

Aw a rd for 2001 cover widely divergent topics ranging fro m

plant propagation to ethnic gardening, and from a re t ro s p e c-

tive look at classic American garden writing to inspiring essays

from two of AmericaÕs best contemporary garden writers.

The award winners profiled here were selected by the AHS

Book Aw a rd Committee from among the dozens of wort h y

American gardening books published last year. Thomas Coop-

e r, editor of The Ga rd e n e r magazine, chaired this ye a rÕs book

committee, which also included Stephen P. Be n d e r, senior

writer for Southern Living magazine; Susan Eubank, senior li-

brarian at the Helen Fowler Library of the De n ver Botanic Ga r-

dens; and Ma rco Polo Stufano, director of hort i c u l t u re at Wa ve

Hill garden in New York City.

This is the fifth year for the annual book awards, which de-

buted in 1997 as part of the So c i e t yÕs 75th annive r s a ry celebrations.

Books are judged not only on content and writing style, but on

overall quality, including illustration, design, and pro d u c t i o n .

Books that have received the AHS annual award are distin-

guished on the cover by a gold seal embossed with the SocietyÕs

name and leaf logo. Look for these books in your local book-

store or order them through a link to Amazon.com posted on

the AHS Web site ( w w w. a h s . o r g ) .

Making More Plants: The Science, Art, and Joy of Propaga-
tion by Ken Druse. Clarkson Potter Publishers, New Yo rk, New

York, 2000. PublisherÕs price: $45.

Books on plant propagation sometimes

h a ve a dry, textbookish feel to them; not

so with this latest book by award - w i n-

ning garden writer and photographer

Ken Druse. ÒWhat really struck me

about this book is that the photos are

not only educational, but they are done

in an artistic way,Ó says Stephen Be n d e r.

ÒThe incredibly cre a t i ve photography

really gets you excited about the sub-

ject.Ó Druse covers a wide range of propagation techniques, fro m

s owing seeds to dividing, layering, and rooting cuttings. 

Passionate Ga rdening: Good Advice for Challenging Cli-
mates by Lauren Springer and Rob Proctor. Fulcrum Publish-

ing, Golden, Colorado, 2000. PublisherÕs price: $34.95.

This book of essays and photographs

by two top American gardening per-

sonalitiesÑboth based in the Ro c k y

MountainsÑis easy to read, inspir-

ing, and instructive for gardeners in

any region. ÒI thought the way the

authors traded off these essays really

g a ve the book a personal touch,Ó

notes Bender.

Susan Eubank adds that the authorsÕ Òexpertise and passion

for gardening was evident throughout the book.Ó

Growing Home: Stories of Ethnic Gardening by Susan Davis

Price. Photography by John Gre g o r. Un i versity of Mi n n e s o t a

Press, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 2000. Pu b l i s h e rÕs price: $34.95.

The changing face of America is

c h ronicled in this book, which pro-

files 31 gardeners from a wide va r i-

ety of cultural and ethnic

b a c k g rounds who have been Òt r a n s-

p l a n t e dÓ to the Minneapolis are a .

ÒThe kind of books that are useful

to me as a librarian are ones that

push knowledge forw a rd,Ó says Eu-

bank, Òand this is a wonderful, inspirational book.Ó Noting that

ethnic gardening practices are not widely written about, Be n d e r

says he enjoyed Òlearning a little about how people in other cul-

t u res garden.Ó (An excerpt from this book starts on page 33.)

The Once & Fu t u re Ga rdener: Writing from the Golden Ag e
of Magazines 1900–1940 edited by Virginia Tuttle Clayton.

David R. Godine, Boston, Massachusetts, 2000. Pu b l i s h e rÕs

price: $40.

Classic garden writing from popular maga-

zines published in the first four decades of

the 20th century is offered in this antholo-

g y. Among the writers featured in the book

a re we l l - k n own names such as Louise Be e b e

Wilder and Fletcher Steele. ÒWhat I liked

about this book was that it reminded us we

h a ve a long history of good garden writing,Ó

says Ma rco Polo St u f a n o. The book is illus-

trated mainly with black-and-white period photographs but in-

cludes a section of color plates showing magazine cove r s .
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