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G RA D I NG GOLDENRO D S

THOUG H AMERICAN allergy suffere r s

long blamed goldenrods ( S o l i d a g o s p p. )

for their late summer sniffles, it has been

convincingly documented that ragwe e d

( Am b rosia art e m i s i i f o l i a ) is the principal

culprit. But despite their popularity in

Eu rope for their late summer and fall

f l ower display, goldenrods have still

been slow to catch on among gard e n e r s

in No rth America.

A recently published evaluation of the

genus by the Chicago Botanic Ga rd e n’s

Plant Evaluation Program may go part of

the way tow a rd remedying that situation

and will certainly make it easier for gar-

deners, especially in the Mi d west, to select

the best goldenrods for their gard e n s .

From the 25 species and cultivars that

we re evaluated in a five - year study at the

g a rden, S. ru g o s a ‘ Fi rew o rk s’ emerged with

the best overall rating, drawing praise for

its arching panicles of golden ye l l ow flow-

ers, dark green foliage, tolerance to fungal

diseases that plague some goldenrods, and

tight, shrublike habit. Other top per-

formers we re compact cultiva r s — t o p p i n g

out at 24 to 30 inches high—S. sphacelata
‘ Golden Fl e e c e’, S . ‘ Ba by Su n’, and S .
‘ Go l d k i n d’ (Golden Ba by). Stiff golden-

rod (S. rigida), a native of eastern and cen-

tral No rth America, and S. flexicaulis ‘Va r-

i e g a t a’, a shade-loving goldenrod with

variegated foliage, also re c e i ved good re-

v i ews in the study.

For more information on the Pl a n t

Evaluation Program, or to order a copy

of the re p o rt on goldenrods (Issue 15) for

$3, write to Plant Evaluation Notes, c/o

R i c h a rd Hawke, Chicago Botanic Ga r-

den, 1000 Lake Cook Road, Gl e n c o e ,

IL 60022. You can also visit CBG’s We b

site at w w w. c h i c a g o b o t a n i c . o r g .
Here are some sources for these gold-

e n rods: Fo re s t f a rm , Williams, OR (541)

846-7269. w w w. f o re s t f a rm . c o m . C a t a l o g

$5. (S. rigida). He ronswood Nu r s e ry,
Kingston, WA (360) 297-4172. w w w.
h e ronswood. com. Catalog $5. (S. flexicaulis
‘Va r i e g a t a’). Niche Ga rdens, Chapel Hi l l ,

NC (919) 967-0078. w w w. n i c h e g a rd e n s .
c o m . Catalog $3. (S. ru g o s a ‘ Fi rew o rk s’ and

S. sphacelata ‘ Golden Fl e e c e’ ) .

VISIT AMERICA’S BEST GA R D E N S

SUMM ER  WILL  BE  h e re before yo u

k n ow it, so start planning your va c a t i o n

n ow with the 2001 edition of The Ga r-

den Conserva n c y’s Open Days Dire c t o ry.
This annual guide lists hundreds of pri-

vate gardens throughout the Un i t e d

States that open their gates to visitors on

specified days each summer under the

auspices of the Ga rden Conserva n c y, a

non profit organization dedicated to

celebrating and pre s e rving America’s ex-

ceptional private gardens. There is a $5

admission fee per gard e n .

Ga rden listings

in the dire c t o ry are

arranged by state

and each listing in-

cludes detailed di-

rections for getting

to individual gar-

dens. In addition to

the private gard e n s

p a rticipating in the

Open Days pro-

gram, nearby public gardens that may be

of interest are also listed in the dire c t o ry.

George Wa s h i n g t o n’s River Farm, the

h e a d q u a rters of the American Ho rt i c u l-

tural So c i e t y, is included among these re c-

ommended public gard e n s .

The dire c t o ry, which costs $15.95 (plus

$4.50 shipping and handling), is ava i l a b l e

by sending a check to the Ga rden Con-

s e rvancy at P.O. Box 219, Cold Spring, NY

10516 or by calling (888) 842-2442. You can

also order the dire c t o ry or find out more

about the Conservancy by visiting its We b

site at w w w. Ga rd e n C o n s e rva n c y. o r g .

D I A Z I NON PHASE-OUT

FOLLOWING ON THE heels of its recent de-

cision to phase out the organophosphate

pesticide chlorpyrifos (Se p t e m b e r / Oc t o-

ber 2000 “Ga rd e n e r’s No t e b o o k”), the

U.S. En v i ronmental Protection Agency

( E PA) announced in December a similar

elimination of certain uses of diazinon,

one of the most widely used pesticides in

homes and gardens. Under the agre e m e n t

with the EPA, products containing diazi-

non will gradually be phased out and re-

tail sales will end by 2003.

As with chlorpyrifos, EPA’s decision to

eliminate diazinon was made under the

auspices of the Food Quality Pro t e c t i o n

Act, which calls for tougher restrictions on

pesticides believed to be of greatest risk to

c h i l d ren. Diazinon is one of the most

commonly found pesticides in air, rain,

and drinking water. It is also highly tox i c

to wildlife—particularly bird s .

Once diazinon is no longer ava i l a b l e ,

g a rdeners will need to select alternative

pesticides, or shift to holistic techniques

such as integrated pest management.

“These bans will push the industry to de-

velop new materials,” says Mi c h a e l

We a ve r, pesticide coordinator and pro f e s-

sor of entomology at Virginia Tech in

Blacksburg. “T h e re are a lot of re d u c e d -

risk pesticides on the horizon, but it gen-

erally takes at least 10 years to move

materials through the approval pro c e s s . ”

H o r t i c u l t u r a l  N e w s  a n d  R e s e a r c h
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Solidago ‘Goldkind’ is  a compact cultivar.
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Pesticide experts urge people not to

t h row unused pesticides in the trash or

pour them down the drain. “From an en-

vironmental standpoint,” notes Weaver,

“it’s far better to safely use them up than

to dispose of them improperly.”

For more information, visit the EPA

Web site at w w w. e p a . g ov / p e s t i c i d e s .

NO M I NATE A NAT I O NAL TREE

I F Y OU’RE  a devoted tree hugger like

He n ry David Thoreau, who wrote that

he “frequently tramped eight or 10 miles

t h rough deepest snow to keep an ap-

pointment with a beech tree,” you may

be interested in casting your vote for a

national tree. The National Arbor Da y

Foundation (NADF), based in Lincoln,

Nebraska, is seeking nominations for a

t ree that could become our official na-

tional symbol. The voting will conclude,

not coincidentally, at midnight on April

27, National Arbor Day.

The foundation has put forw a rd 21

generic “c a n d i d a t e s” for the honor—in-

cluding bald cypress, birch, dogwood,

h o l l y, magnolia, palm, pine, redwood, and

s p ruce—but is also accepting write-in

votes. You can learn more about the can-

didates and cast your vote by visiting the

f o u n d a t i o n’s Web site at w w w. a r b o rd a y. o r g ,
or write your selection on an index card

and mail it to: National Tree, NADF, Ne-

braska City, NE 68410. m

Blue spruce—could it be our national tree?


