


Gardens and Innovation: Chicagoland and Rockford

Chicago was incorporated with the Latin words Urbs in Horto, meaning a “city in a garden,” a motto
that has long inspired the people who live here. This tour will highlight the innovative gardens that have
contributed to the greening of Chicago and influenced the horticultural heritage that distinguishes the
surrounding communities. Katy Moss Warner, president emeritus of the American Horticultural Society
and a city judge for America in Bloom, invites you to join her on the AHS Travel Study tour, “Gardens and
Innovation: Chicagoland and Rockford”

To experience the breadth of what Chicago has to offer we will be staying downtown at the Raffaello Hotel,
a four-star boutique hotel just steps away from Michigan Avenue in the heart of the Gold Coast. We will
experience gardens that are in the heart of Chicago as well as the gardens in the surrounding area. These
range from modern gardens such as the Lurie Gardens in Chicago’s Millennium Park to the world renowned
Chicago Botanic Garden and Garfield Park Conservatory, which stem from the city’s early horticultural
initiatives. Our tour will also take us to Rockford, Illinois, an award winning city of flowers and gardens that
the residents have taken great pride in creating. We will also see private gardens and gain insight into Ball
Horticultural Company’s international influence on ornamental horticulture. Along the way we will feast on

AHS President Emeritus
Katy Moss Warner will
be your host.

local cuisine and learn about the history of a city that has been a fountain of innovation.

Itinerary Highlights

Photo Credit: Ball Horticultural Company

Wednesday, June 16 (D)
Upon arrival at the Raffaello Hotel, guests will be greeted by
Katy Moss Warner. Our group will assemble in the evening for
cocktails and dinner at the hotel. After dinner, Scott Mehaffey,
landscape coordinator for the city of Chicago Department of
Environment, will talk about “The Greening of Chicago”

Thursday, June 17 (B,L)

Our first morning will highlight the architectural and cultural
history of Chicago. We will begin by viewing the stained-glass
Tiffany dome at the Chicago Cultural Center. Created with 30,000
glass pieces, this is the largest Tiffany dome in the world, measuring
38 feet across. Keeping the dome in our mind’s eye, we will continue
on to Grant Park across the street, where Douglas Hoerr of Hoerr
Schaudt Landscape Architects will meet us in his newest garden
the Tiffany & Co. Foundation Celebration Garden, which he
designed. While Douglas relates the role he played in the greening
of Chicago and the creation of the garden, we will explore the
serpentine garden beds and the three garden rooms. Surrounded
by an abundance of colorful blooms, hanging vines, and shaped
evergreens, we will have views of the city’s most beloved treasures:
Buckingham Fountain, Lake Michigan, and the stunning view of
museums beyond.
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With Lake Michigan and the Chicago River framing the city
to the east, one of the most interesting ways to experience the
city is from the water, so we will take a boat cruise to explore the
history, architecture, and culture of Chicago. This tour will provide
an opportunity to enjoy the richness and diversity of Chicago’s
architecture, including fine examples of Bauhaus, Art Deco, and
Neoclassical styles.

Lunch will be at celebrity chef Rick Bayless’ Frontera Grill,
featuring organic and custom-grown ingredients in authentic
Mexican cuisine. Following lunch, we will tour Bayless’ organic
garden, a model for urban food production. Located on three city
blocks in Chicago’s Bucktown neighborhood, the gardens offer a
multitude of ideas and techniques for growing edibles.

After lunch we will follow Lake Shore Drive traveling north to
Lake Forest, where we will visit the private gardens of Posey and
John Krehbiel. The ivy-covered brick Georgian home was designed
in 1904 by architect Benjamin H. Marshall, an influential Chicago
architect most remembered for designing the Drake Hotel. The
house reflects the Prairie School of architecture, with low, wide
windows and a portico overlooking the landscape created in the
1920s by Rose Standish Nichols featuring a park like expanse of
lawn and trees and the series of outdoor “rooms”



From there we will visit the Chicago Botanic Garden, where
Executive Vice President and Director Kris Jarantoski will give
us a personal tour of the 385-acre garden situated on nine islands
surrounded by 81 acres of water. We will explore gardens designed
by James van Sweden, Dan Kiley, Michael Van Valkenburgh,
Douglas Hoerr, and John Brooks.

In addition to the gardens, we will take a look inside the new
Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Plant Conservation Science Center, where
nearly 200 plant scientists work to provide leadership on solutions
for plant conservation problems caused by climate change, habitat
loss and fragmentation, invasive species, and pollution. We will
also visit the collection of rare botanical and horticultural books
dating from the 15th century. Afterwards we will have drinks in the
English Walled Garden, featuring six distinct English gardening
styles and 50,000 plants. We will then return to the hotel and dinner
will be on your own.

Friday, June 18 (B,L,D)

This morning we will head west to Rockford, Illinois, a city
awarded the highest recognition from America in Bloom—five
blooms. Rockford is rightly renowned as a city of flowers and
gardens. Our first stop will be the municipal Sinnissippi flower
gardens, where we will be greeted by Ruth Miller, the director of
Rockford’s City of Gardens program, and Dan Erwin, Rockford
Park District horticulturist. The City of Gardens is a program of
the Rockford Park District funded by a generous donation from
Rockford citizens who believed passionately that Rockford deserves
flowers and beauty. Ruth will share with us exciting plans for a new
display conservatory and we will walk along the Sinnissippi Park
Riverfront surrounded by roses and colorful flowers.

The Anderson Japanese Gardens is our next stop. Designed by
Hoichi Kurisu starting in 1978, this 12-acre garden includes one
of the finest and most authentic Japanese Gardens in America—a
formal garden in the style of the Kamakura period with a 16th-
century Sukiya style guest house, tea house, and gazebo. This is a
garden of peace, tranquility, and great beauty. We will be met here
by Rockford native John Anderson, the founder of the garden. We
will have lunch overlooking the Anderson Japanese Garden, with a
menu inspired by the garden’s origins.

After lunch we are invited to visit the private garden of Dan and
Ruth Nicholas, noted philanthropists who support beautification
efforts throughout Rockford. In recognition of their vision and
generosity, they will be awarded the AHS’s Catherine H. Sweeney
Great American Gardeners Award in June 2010.

Our next stop, the Rosecrance Griffin Williamson Adolescent
Treatment Center, a residential rehab community for adolescents,
will provide a unique opportunity to experience the healing
power of a garden firsthand. Although this garden is not open
to the public, we have received special permission to visit. The
extraordinary six-acre “Rosecrance Serenity Garden” was designed
by Hoichi Kurisu in 2004 as a refuge, a special place for healing and
renewal, inspiration and recovery. Described as a natural garden
with a Japanese influence, stone and water, raked sand and an
impressive collection of evergreen trees and shrubs come together
to offer those in need a place of peace. As one of the young people
shared, “In the garden I feel free, rejuvenated, replenished, and
hopeful that my future will not be in an addiction.”

After Rosecrance, we will make a short stop at the Peace Plaza,
a unique monument to the diversity and sense of community that
makes Rockford a great American city. Jim Keeling, one of the
founders, will meet us at the plaza and recount the touching story
of how it came to be.

Our next stop is Midway Village, a collection of historic
structures—a schoolhouse, homes, a church, etc—all set around
a village square. Charming and true to the period, the gardens
and landscapes surrounding the buildings are as authentic as the
artifacts contained within. We will be met here by historic gardener
Tari Rowland, who will share a bit of Rockford history.

Our last stop in Rockford will be to La Paloma Gardens, the
exuberant and beautiful gardens of Karen Vaughn Harding. With
great trees and emerald lawns, giant hanging baskets and dramatic
ornamental grasses, flowers and foliage, this garden is filled with
texture and color. Karen has invited us to dine al fresco in her
garden and has asked her friend, the internationally recognized chef
Josef Schwaiger (he owns 8 restaurants in Barbados, Mexico, and
Rockford) to prepare a smorgéasbord featuring Italian and Swedish
cuisine, in honor of the two most prominent ethnic groups in
Rockford. The vegetables will come from Karen’s extensive kitchen
garden. Another friend of Karen’s is bringing a collection of Italian
wines for us to sample. And to add to the festivity, we have invited
all those who hosted us during the day to join us this evening.

Saturday June 19 (B,L,D)

This morning we will make our way to Millennium Park an
award-winning center for art, music, architecture and landscape
design. The result of a unique partnership between the City of
Chicago and the philanthropic community, the 24.5-acre park
features the work of world-renowned architects, planners, artists



and designers. Among Millennium Park’s prominent features are
the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker Pavilion, the interactive
Crown Fountain by Jaume Plensa; the contemporary Lurie Garden
designed by the team of Kathryn Gustafson, Piet Oudolf and Robert
Israel; and Anish Kapoor’s hugely popular Cloud Gate sculpture.
We will be met here by the Director of the Park, Ed Uhlir. Since
its opening in July 2004, Millennium Park has hosted millions of
people, making it one of the most popular destinations in Chicago.

In the midst of Millennium Park, the Lurie Garden, is a
horticultural gem inspired by Chicago’s distinct natural and cultural
history, according to designer Kathy Gustafson. This five-acre
garden pays homage to the City’s motto, Urbs in Horto (City in a
Garden), which refers to Chicago’s transformation from its flat and
marshy origins to a bold and powerful city. With a strong focus on
native plants, the Lurie Garden brings a diverse plant community to
grace the urban surrounds.

After exploring Millennium Park, we will head west to Ball
Horticultural Company, one of Americas great horticultural
companies. Here we will experience two very different gardens. The
Gardens at Ball, a new eight-acre garden designed by Douglas Hoerr,
features the industry’s newest annuals and perennials displayed
in thematic areas including a Woodland garden, a Patio Garden,
and the Sun Container Showcase. We will then visit a restored tall
grass native prairie that showcases Ball Horticultural’s commitment
to environmental responsibility and stewardship. Ball’s President
Anna Ball, the founder’s granddaughter, will meet our group along
with Jim Nau, the manager of the Gardens at Ball.

After lunch at Ball we will head to another great Chicago icon,
the Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio, which served as Wright’s
private residence and workplace for the first 20 years of his career
from 1889 to 1909. A laboratory for Wright, the home and studio
highlight his architectural philosophy.
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Our final horticultural stop on the tour will be Garfield Park
Conservatory, builtin 1908 with Jens Jensen’sinnovative “landscape
under glass” and design principles. The Director of Conservatories
Mary Eysenbach will relate how the Conservatory was conceived
as a series of naturalistic landscapes under glass, a revolutionary
concept at that time. Accommodating a wide variety of plants, from
subtropical rainforest species to desert succulents, greenhouse
gardening demands constant evaluation and adjustments in plant
culture. We will learn about the “green” gardening practices—in
both the indoor greenhouses and outdoor gardens and we will see
the conservatory’s new four-acre City Garden, which is full of ideas
addressing typical city garden challenges of space, microclimates,
and limited resources.

After Garfield Park Conservatory we will return to the hotel to
relax before our grand finale dinner, where we will be joined by
some of the new friends we have made while visiting Chicagoland.

Sunday, June 20 (B)
For those who would like another outing or two before departing
Chicago, you may want to consider the following options.

» Morton Arboretum

« The Art Institute of Chicago, which opened a new modern
wing in 2009

« The Field Museum

AMERICAN
HORTICULTURAL
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT UPCOMING TOURS IN THE
AHS TRAVEL STUDY PROGRAM, PLEASE CONTACT OUR TRAVEL PLANNER:

MacNair Travel
(866) 627-6621

ahs@macnairtravel.com

www.ahs.org

American Horticultural Society 7931 East Boulevard Drive  Alexandria, VA 22308-1300



