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ENGLISH IVY’S SPREAD
I enjoyed the article “English Ivy: Paragon
or Pariah” (November/December 2009).
As a public gardener working in Ontario,
I wanted to respond to the quote, attrib-
uted to Suzanne Pierot of the American Ivy
Society, indicating ivy is only a problem in
the Pacific Northwest and a small area of
Virginia. Based on my experience, I can as-
sure you that English ivy is a huge threat to
our ecosystem in this region of Canada,
and I applaud groups such as the No Ivy
League on their eradication efforts.

Silvana Valiani
City of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada  

IVY SOCIETY’S AHS CONNECTION
After reading the article on English ivy
(November/December 2009), I thought
I would share the interesting story of the
connection between the American Ivy

Society (AIS) and the American Horti-
cultural Society (AHS). 

Shortly after I started the AIS in Janu-
ary 1973, an article titled "Ivy Society
Formed" appeared in the October 1973
issue of the AHS’s News and Views. Be-
cause of this article, no doubt, I was invit-
ed to attend the formal dedication of River
Farm as the AHS’s headquarters. It was on
this day that I met Russell Siebert, who was
then head of Longwood Gardens in Penn-
sylvania. He introduced me to the direc-
tors of other botanical gardens, many of
whom I asked to send me cuttings of  ivies
with questionable names so that the AIS’s
Research Center could grow them in test
gardens. Many of the gardens responded,
and that is how our first reference collec-
tion was created. �

Suzanne Pierot
President, American Ivy Society

CMEMBERS’ FORUM

PLEASE WRITE US! Address letters to Editor, The
American Gardener, 7931 East Boulevard Drive,
Alexandria, VA 22308. Send e-mails to
editor@ahs.org (note Letter to Editor in subject line).
Letters we print may be edited for length and clarity.

Serving America’s finest gardens for over 100 years! AG10

Phone: (860) 567-8734
www.vanengelen.com

Phone: (860) 567-0838
www.johnscheepers.com

Kitchen Garden SeedsTM

Phone: (860) 567-6086
www.kitchengardenseeds.com

Trumpet Daffodil Bravoure (#8048) and Muscari latifolium (#3743)

BEAUTY FROM BULBS
Bring the beauty of bulbs to your gardens from our vast
collection of the best Dutch flower bulbs and herbaceous
peonies at the best prices. Select your own color palette and
create natural, harmonious gardens with intermingled flower
bulbs. Here is a stunning drift of Trumpet Daffodil Bravoure
with a thick ribbon of Muscari latifolium.What would spring
be without Daffodils and Muscari?

Contact Van Engelen for our 52-page wholesale flower bulb
price list or John Scheepers for our colorful 88-page Beauty
from Bulbs catalog. Contact Kitchen Garden Seeds for our
60-page catalog with over 500 gourmet vegetable, herb and
flower seeds.

2010 Password for AHS 
Website is oak
The members-only section of the AHS
website (www.ahs.org), provides access
to membership benefits as well as the
contents of each issue of The American
Gardener since January/February 2001. 

To access the section, the username
is always ahs and the password, effec-
tive February 1, 2010, is oak. Both user-
name and password must be entered in
lowercase letters.As a reminder, the
password is always listed on page 5 in
each magazine issue. 
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