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AS WE WIND down this year and look to the next, I took a little time to re-
flect on the many challenges faced, tasks well met, and plans for the future.  

It has been a tough year overall. Nationally, we faced tragedy from Hurricane
Katrina, and each of us in our own way reached out to help. Globally, we contin-
ued to see suffering from the ravages of both war and natural disasters, and, again,
we sought individual ways to make a difference. Personally, I experienced great
sadness this year with the loss of my father. It was sometimes difficult to find a sil-
ver lining among the dark clouds. 

And then I reflect on what we are doing at the American Horticultural Society.
When Dr. Marc Cathey retired this past summer, he left the AHS with a signifi-
cant legacy relating to the power of plants in our lives.
He frequently reminded us, “Green is the color of
hope.” I often come back to this very simple and inspi-
rational thought. And I am encouraged that the work
we do at the AHS to educate and inspire people of all
ages to garden, to appreciate plants, to grow food, to
value big trees, to cherish natural environments, and
add beauty in their communities, is critically important,
especially in tough times.

And so, at the AHS, we continue to strengthen our
educational programs nationally, expand our partnerships with those who help gar-
deners be successful, and inspire our AHS members to treasure all that is green.  In
addition, we continue to ask AHS members to support gardening programs for youth
and help us preserve the national treasure that is George Washington’s River Farm.

Our many successes this year are encouraging harbingers for the future.
Through the National Children & Youth Garden Symposium, the River Farm In-
tern Program, and The Growing Connection we have established strong programs
to support the connections between young people and plants. The AHS Garden
Schools, Reciprocal Admissions Program to public gardens, and the AHS Awards
Program shine a spotlight on horticultural excellence and offer every one of us an
opportunity to participate in great gardening and expand our knowledge.

And the Eastern Performance Trials, held for the first time this year, provided
a chance for AHS to work closely with the American green industry. The displays
of new introductions at River Farm and five other Mid-Atlantic sites showcased
the companies that bring us exciting new plants each year so that we will contin-
ue to find pleasure and solace in gardening. (See page 14 for more about EPT.)

Over this past year, I have become acutely aware of the importance in my life
of flowers and house plants, trees, and beautiful gardens. So with renewed energy
I ask each of you to join me in supporting the power of plants and gardens to make
the world a better place. Together, through the AHS, we can truly show that green
is the color of hope! 

My very best wishes to all for a joyful holiday season! 

CNOTES FROM RIVER FARM

—Katy Moss Warner, AHS President 


